
 

SIDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

23
RD

 MAY 2018 

SIDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

PRESENT 

Cllrs. J Hall (Chair), N Deller, A Painter, Mrs M Painter, Mrs A Prosser, A Pugh,  

Mrs M. Turner, Mrs A Wagstaff; 

Revd Jennifer McKenzie; 

Carol Dougill (Head Teacher, Siddington School) 

Janet Francis (Siddington with Preston W.I.) 

Cllr S Parsons (CDC/GCC Councillor, from 8.20pm) 

Clerk to the Council, R Cowley; 

2 members of the public. 

 

Cllr Hall opened the meeting at 8.00pm as Chairman and welcomed all those present.  

 

APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cllr J Hayward and Cllr N Selby. 

 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. 

 

REPORT FROM ST PETERS CHURCH – Revd Jennifer McKenzie 

It has been one year and 2 days since I became the vicar of St Peter’s Siddington, All 

Saints Preston, All Hallows South Cerney and Holy Trinity Cerney Wick.  In many 

ways it feels like yesterday that Bishop Rachel installed me in on a sunny afternoon in 

May but in other ways I feels as though I have been here forever, in a good sort of way.  

Thank you so much for making myself and my family feel so welcome and at home in 

our lovely village communities and in this beautiful part of the world.  I feel very 

privileged to be your vicar and have enjoyed my first year among you. 

The life of our church has been vibrant over the last year as we have gathered together 

as a church family each Sunday for prayer and worship, encouraged and nurtured each 

other in faith, shared fellowship over coffee and biscuits, organise a harvest supper with 

an Elvis Tribute act and a concert in the church, welcomed and supported families 

though the major life events of baptism, weddings and funerals, walked alongside the 

bereaved through visits and an All Souls service where this year we remembered loved 

ones by name as well as offering friendship and pastoral support to many.   

The church continues to maintain its strong links with Siddington Church of England 

Primary School.  In the last year the school has visited the church for acts of worship for 

the major festivals including harvest, Christmas and Easter as well as the year 5 and 6 

children coming for Experience Easter.  Members of the church also visited the school 

to lead collective worship, help with Open the Book, help with prayer spaces events 

where the children had the opportunity to pray and meet with God in creative ways and 

to run the monthly discovery club.    



 

This year we said good bye to our much-loved organist Pat Morris stepped down due to 

ill health.  Pat had been organist at St Peter’s since the early 80’s and had given so much 

to the worship of God in our church.  Pat’s hard work and dedication to the musical life 

of our church was greatly appreciated by everyone.  In November, after many months of 

using the CD’S, we were very lucky to welcome a new organist Sarah.  Sarah has 

settled in well to our church family and we are truly blessed by her ministry.   

Over the last few months the church communities of The Churnside Benefice, of which 

St Peter’s is a part of, have been reflecting on the difficulties and challenges resulting 

from the current service patterns across the Benefice.  After considerable consultation, 

prayer and reflection a new pattern of services has been proposed and approved by the 

Parochial Church Councils of each of the four churches in the Benefice.  The new 

pattern will begin in June and details are outlined in the next edition of the Siddington 

Village News.  

We are very grateful to the Parish Council for their continued support in maintaining 

our churchyard and creating a peaceful place for the bereaved to remember their loved 

ones.  We receive many positive comments about the churchyard and so we know that 

your support is appreciated by the wider community. 

I am wonderfully supported in my ministry by Revd Don Adams our retired priest, Joan 

Townsend, Liz Pearce and Bill Irving our readers, our churchwarden Allen Howe and 

Michael Painter and our benefice administrator Jeannie Adams.  We are also blessed in 

our church with so many people who do so many things to support the mission and 

ministry of the church.  My thanks go out to them all for their support and for all that 

they do in the life of our church. 

 

REPORT FROM SIDDINGTON SCHOOL – Carol Dougill – Head Teacher 

The numbers of the school have risen significantly over the past 3 years and we 

currently have 92 children on roll (capacity would be 105 – question from the floor). 

We have grown in popularity and now children and families come from outside of the 

village to come to our school. 

There are 4 key elements that are needed to give the school it’s excellent education: 

Ø  Happy playtimes – the school has lots of activities for the children to do each 

playtime and lunch time – behaviour is therefore excellent 

Ø  Strong Christian values which the children and staff live and work by and are 

at the heart of all we do 

Ø  Gem owl ‘powers’ – we praise children for excellent learning behaviour & 

this fosters a very good attitude to learning 

Ø  Enrichment activities – children organise the fund raising and charity events 

we run and they go out into the community to do things for others and we 

provide lots of extra-curricular activities for them 

And this leads to excellent results – we are currently at expected or in line with other 

schools for attainment, but above the National Average in progress and in the top 10% 

of the country for writing progress! 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Dougill for her excellent Powerpoint presentation and for 

her obvious enthusiasm for the school and its pupils. 

 

Cllr Parsons (CDC/GCC) joined the meeting at this point. 

 

REPORT FROM SIDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL – Denys Young (Chair of 

Trustees (read by Cllr Deller) 

2017 saw another enhancement to the hall, namely a new heating system throughout the 

building.  Energy costs have been substantially reduced and a pleasant environment 



 

created. We were fortunate to be given a grant by the Summerfield Trust, which 

together with the hall’s own funds covered the cost of installation. 

The major project for 2018 is to erect an external porch to the front of the hall. This will 

provide a safe entrance, help to prevent heat loss and provide space for electricity 

meters. It was anticipated that building work would commence in June, unfortunately 

this has been delayed while discussions with Gloucestershire Highways take place about 

ownership of the land directly in front of the hall.  We hope that a satisfactory outcome 

will be reached in the near future. A grant from the CDC will contribute to the overall 

cost. 

Once the porch is completed the side store is next on the list of improvements. It is 

incumbent on the trustees to have sound fiscal control, therefore, any new undertakings 

will be carried out as funding becomes available. 

The uncertainty of a completion date for the porch has meant that fundraising will be 

limited to a Quiz Night on Sunday November 18th. 

Three new trustees have joined the team with a prospective fourth in the pipeline. This 

is very good news as they bring with them new skills and fresh ideas. 

Bookings continue to be good with ad hoc parties complementing regular users. There is 

the possibility that a new user may hire the hall and/or committee room on a regular 

basis, we await their decision as to the suitability of the facilities. This would be a 

welcome increase to our income. 

Finally I would like to thank Siddington Parish Council for their continuing long 

standing support for the hall.   

 

REPORT FROM SIDDINGTON WITH PRSTON W.I. – Janet Francis 

Siddington with Preston WI is a jolly and fairly active group with various age ranges.   

At present we have 24 members from Siddington and Preston and the surrounding areas. 

Membership numbers over the years have gone up and down due to various reasons 

with people coming and going.  

We meet at the Elizabeth way rooms on the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month in the evening 

and have various speakers or demonstrations at these meetings followed by business, tea 

and biscuits and most importantly a good chat. During the summer months of May, June 

and July we now have meetings at Preston Village Hall and also hold our Summer party 

there in July due to inclement weather in the past where we have had to change venue 

from a members garden to the village hall at the last minute.  

We have celebrated our 95
th

 birthday in March this year, where we looked at past 

minute books and photos going back to the first meeting with a member reading out an 

extract from the war years.  Also at that meeting we had a cookery demonstration that 

produced a delicious chocolate torte for us to all enjoy with a celebratory glass of wine. 

There have been various speakers ranging from the Phoenix Gardens, to Tim Bird 

demonstrating fitness techniques to keep up all stronger for longer.  His talks and 

demonstrations are always amusing and he tries where possible to engage every member 

in some form of fitness exercise and each member benefits in some way from his talk. 

We have had talks on reflexology and aromatherapy, a talk from The Queens 

Bodyguard  and one from the Schellenberg’s who started the Ifakara Bakery Project in 

Africa, a talk with pictures from Nature in Art Gallery and a talk on Rudyard Kipling 

which proved to be amusing and interesting and Guide Dogs for the Blind, just to 

mention a few. So our speakers are very varied and interesting and there is something 

for every member.  

We also have an enthusiastic if not skillful skittles team that again took part in the 

skittles competition. Our first game was against Duntisbourne Abbots at Daglingworth 

Village Hall and we came second. However, the evening proved to be a very enjoyable 

and sociable evening which everyone enjoyed. The whole point is taking part and 



 

enjoying oneself. Also every year we enter one or two teams, depending on how many 

members wish to take part, into the quiz competition.  One of the teams usually does 

extremely well. 

This year we are Group Leaders for our group of WI’s which include Stratton, Oaksey, 

Phoenix and Cirencester Afternoon.  We will be hosting a Group Meeting in Siddington 

Village Hall in the evening on Wednesday, 27
th

 June when members from the various 

groups will attend.  The speaker this year is Alan Wells talking about “How Clever is 

the Honey Bee”.  He will have bee products for sale and we will be providing 

refreshments.  I believe he is a good speaker and will be bringing some bees along so if 

anyone wishes to come along they are more than welcome.   

As the group leaders we are also hosting the group carol service which this year we are 

holding in Preston Church on 11
th

 December in the afternoon followed by refreshments 

at the village hall.  The last time we were group leaders we had the service at Siddington 

Church but try to split some things between Siddington and Preston as we are a joint 

WI. 

Also as a member of the GFWI Racing Club myself and another member enjoyed a day 

out on the gallops at Fergal Obrien’s stables at Naunton and a day out at the Cheltenham 

Gold Cup with the WI in a marquee in the hospitality village.  This is always an 

enjoyable and popular day out giving you chance to chat to other WI racing enthusiast 

from all over Gloucestershire.   

Myself and some other members attended the GFWI AGM at Cheltenham town hall and 

this year’s speaker was Adam Henson talking about his life and how he became a 

farmer and presenter.  He proved to be a very engaging and interesting speaker.  

As an extra to our meetings our treasurer, organises wonderful trips for our members 

and friends which over the past year, just to mention a few, we have enjoyed trips to 

The Watermill at Newbury summer production, Musicals at Oxford combined with a 

morning shopping, Theatre in Bristol and Bath together with  Garden and Stately 

Homes visits. These trips are well attended by members and friends. 

All visitors are welcome to our meetings.  

 

REPORT FROM GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY – PC Leah Davis 

This report covers the period 1
st
 April 2017 to 31

st
 March 2018. 

INTRODUCTION 

There were 33 substantiated crimes in the year 2017/18, this compares to 37 for the 

period of 2016/17. 

Yearly crime figures comparison:   

2016/17 37 

2015/16 26 

2014/15 57 

2013/14 53 

2012/13 33 

2011/12 17 

2010/11 35 

2009/10  29  

CRIME BREAKDOWN 

• 8 incidents of BURGLARY; 6 residential, 1 attempt, 1 business. This 

compares to 9 the previous year.  

•  6 incidents of VIOLENCE; 4 domestic related, 1 injury, 1 assault Police. 

This compares to 12 the previous year 

• 9 incidents of THEFT;  3 thefts from motor vehicles, 1 shoplift, 1 theft 

from person, 1 theft of pedal bike, 2 TWOC, 1 MOWP. This compares to 9 

the previous year 



 

• 4 incidents of CRIMINAL DAMAGE, compared to 5 the previous year 

• 2 incident of SEXUAL OFFENCES 

• 2 DRUG related crime. 0 last year 

• 2 FRAUD incidents  

SUMMARY 

• It is always pleasing to report a slight decrease in overall crime, a decrease 

of 10% 

• The main area that has seen a decrease is in VIOLENT offences, however 

only 1 of these caused injury. 

Follow us on Cotswold twitter and Community Alerts for Good News Stories 

On 12
th

 March, local officers along with colleagues from other stations executed a 

search warrant under the Misuse of Drugs Act at a house in Bowly Road in Siddington. 

Suspected class B drugs were seized, the street value of which is likely to exceed the 

seizures on the 8
th

. Weapons, mobile phones, a hydroponics set up and cash in excess of 

£1000 were also seized. A 27 year old man who lives at the address was arrested on 

suspicion of supplying controlled drugs and taken to Compass House.  

Following his interview he was released under investigation to give officers the 

opportunity to further investigate evidence to prove or disprove that he has been 

dealing. The investigation is underway but we hope that he is now, at least, out of 

business. 

A Siddington woman arrested yesterday for striking PC Deb Coop has been charged 

with #AssaultPolice & bailed to appear at court in next month. #ProtectTheProtectors 

A fine example of multi-agency work (Glos Police, Bromford Housing and the RSPCA) 

with a dog A.B.C. (An Acceptable Behaviour Contract) served on a local dog owner 

following several reports from concerned members of the public.  

Safeguarding measures put in place by Bromford, Social Services and Glos Police for 2 

vulnerable members of the public, multi-agency work at its finest. 

 

We are thankful for all the support received from the Council, Cotswold District 

Council, local groups, Bromford Housing, village agents and businesses and most 

importantly the residents in helping us police Siddington and look forward to continuing 

to work with you in the future to make it a more peaceful and safe place to live and 

work.   

 Police can be contacted by telephoning the non-emergency number 101, or e-mail 

101@gloucestershire.police.uk  

Information can also be passed via Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111. 

We are also contactable on line either via the Constabulary website. 

www.gloucestershire.police.uk and follow the links from the Neighbourhood Policing 

section on the left of the page, or email to one of the officers below.  

firstname.secondname@gloucestershire.police.uk  

PC Leah Davis 2221 

PCSO Adrien Kapronczai 49000 

 
REPORT FROM GCC/CDC COUNCILLOR S PARSONS 

County Council tax increase was 4.49% this year - listed on Council Tax bills as 2.5% 

GCC increase and Adult Social Care levy of 2%.  Whilst it is one of the lowest increase 

of shire councils in the whole country - it's still more than the Conservative 

administration, of which I am a member would like to increase. 

As mentioned above 2% of the increase is ring-fenced for ASC where demand is rising 

4-5% per annum.  Residents like to stay in their homes as long as possible and there has 

been good success here, reducing the number in care homes, which is costly. 

mailto:101@gloucestershire.police.uk


 

However there is also increasing demand and therefore costs of protecting vulnerable 

children.  The number of children has risen about a third in the last two years to nearly 

700  Children in Care.  Children's' Services are budgeted to cost £16m a year more. 

Turning to Highways.  We all know that many roads are suffering from an unwelcome 

number of potholes.  There is no disagreement about this.  It is also known that mending 

potholes has a high failure rate. However in the interest of safety potholes have to be 

filled in the short term. 

Road maintenance backlog has been reduced over the last five years or so from about 

£12m to circa £80m, there is a long way to go.  In the council budget this year GCC 

committed to spend an additional £150m to give our highways a once in a generation 

upgrade.  This money will concentrate on extensive resurfacing as well as more white 

lining; more footway schemes and more road drainage schemes. 

This has been the worst winter for Gloucestershire since 2009.  The county undertook 

more than twice as many gritting runs as in the previous year.  It has also been a long 

winter so potholes have taken longer to repair.  For pothole repairs to be successful long 

term the temperature needs to be above 5 degrees C and the road dry! 

Highways England have made an initial commitment to fund the completion of '' The 

Missing Link'', starting in the summer of 2021.  Though personally I will only believe 

this is happening once work starts!! 

Rights of Way officers have been brought back under GCC control, and further 

restructuring of the Highways department is underway. 

Each county councillor has a budget of £20k to spend on local highways at their 

discretion.  I have allocated £20,000 of this to South Cerney, of which £5k is to help 

speed up the work in Bow-Wow and £5k is to be spent as a contribution to improving 

the condition of The Spine Road East.  I have allocated £5k of this as a contribution to 

improving the canal path in Siddington 

Turning to my role as a District Councillor. 

The approved application for 2350 houses in Chesterton submitted by BDL.  In my 

view it was important that this application was approved for two exceptionally strong 

reasons.  Firstly if it had been refused there was an almost certain probability that BDL 

would have appealed and The Inspector would have upheld the appeal.  Secondly a 

refusal would have led to the rejection of the local plan.  The BDL development is an 

integral part of The Local Plan.  In turn this would have led to more planning by appeal, 

which has been so disastrous to the District., see for example the Gladman appeal, 

which was up held by The Inspector. 

As it is The Local Plan is gathering more strength as it proceeds through its various 

stages.  There are particularly important clauses relating to the Water Park.  The 

emerging plan states, 'Given the substantial amount of holiday accommodation, 

particularly holiday homes, that have been constructed/granted planning conditions, it is 

no longer considered necessary to promote this type of development through a specific 

policy in the Local Plan.' 

Once again there is a nil increase in the District's share of Council Tax. 

There has been a major re-organisation of the District Council. Nearly all the councils 

functions have been moved into a separate company called Publica.  This company is 

owned by West Oxfordshire DC, Cotswold DC, Cheltenham BC, and Forest of Dean 

DC.  Residents should not see any change in the level of services, though in due course 

there should be significant cost savings. 

One of the Cotswold Conservation Boards, which oversees the AONB, objectives is to 

consider the case for The Cotswold AONB becoming a National Park.  I have begun 

lobbying, as this is taken forward, for the Water Park to be considered for inclusion in 

either the AONB and/or The National Park.as appropriate. 

 



 

Q – Can parents be prevented from parking or driving on the Coach Road when 

dropping off or picking up children? 

A – No, as it is a public highway. 

 

REPORT FROM THE RETIRING CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL – 

J Hall 

Gigaclear 

I am able to report that the installation of fibre optic cable throughout Siddington has 

now been completed and hopefully every resident now has the opportunity to be 

connected to broadband via fibre optic link. This is a government sponsored scheme 

being carried throughout the entire country where BT broadband is not available. 

Defibrillator 

I am pleased to say that the Parish now has two defibrillators. One located outside the 

village hall and the second outside the office of Park Home Life (Wildwood Park). 

Wildwood Park contributed £995.00 towards the cost, and a grant of £500 was received 

from Cotswold District Council.  The defibrillator is now fully commissioned and ready 

for use if ever needed. 

North Hill Road Development 

I am pleased to report that with the exception of the footpath from the top of the estate 

to the old canal path this development is now complete. The footpath has had post and 

rail fitted but the ground surface is yet to be finished. Bloor was waiting for better 

weather and hopefully this will be completed in the near future. There is also the 

possibility of funding from GCC/CDC to improve the old canal footpath linking the 

new path to pound close, this would beneficial to those using the footpath to get to the 

school. 

Planning 

As you are all aware outline planning permission has been granted for the Bathurst 

Development at Chesterton. This will have an impact on Siddington as approx 600 

houses will be accessed from Spratsgate lane which may result in Park Way becoming a 

rat run. In addition to this approval has been granted for 88 houses at Severalls Field 

located off Park Way. This development will probably run in conjunction with 

Chesterton as both developments are dependent on a new sewer being laid to Shorncote. 

Gateway Signs 

The PC have been in discussions with Highways regarding the replacement of signs 

“Welcome to Siddington” We are undertaking a project called 50/50 where Highways 

contribute 50% of the cost and the balance is met by the PC. A meeting has taken place 

at all three locations where the village sign is located. Highways have confirmed they 

are happy to replace signs subject to final approval by the PC. The cost to the PC will be 

approx £2,000 

Byelaws 

In September 2017 the PC felt it was necessary to introduce Byelaws to enforce certain 

requirements on the playing field. These include dog fouling and playing of golf within 

that area. The Byelaws are displayed at the playing field. 

Flooding at Old Railway Bridge 

The drains from this point lead into sump tanks in a nearby field, which date from the 

construction of the railway.  The PC has contacted the Highways Agency Historic 

Railways Estate who believed that Gloucestershire Highways would be responsible.  

Highways disputed this however.  The owner of  Brock Cottage had discovered a 

conveyance document for his property which indicated that British Rail had retained 

responsibility for the embankment and the right to carry out works as necessary after the 

land had been sold.  This information has been passed on to Highways, and 

investigations are ongoing 



 

Damage to Bridge over disused Canal 

Damage to the bridge was caused by an unknown vehicle was caused in November 

2017. Repair work was carried out in January 2018. Amey who are responsible for 

repairing the bridge we advised it was a listed structure and that the original bricks 

would need to be used. The PC are not happy with the repairs carried out as not only is 

the brickwork not in keeping with the original type, but a hedgerow was removed and 

replaced with a rather ugly wooden fence. Discussions are ongoing between the PC and 

Amey to have it rectified to the correct standard. 

Graveyard 

The Bathurst Estate has indicated in principle that they would be able to help in finding 

additional land for an extension of the graveyard at Siddington Church. An area would 

need to be selected taking into account water table and flooding issues. This is not an 

immediate problem but certainly one that will need to be addressed in the future.  

 

Public Questions 

There were no questions from those present.   

 

The Chairman thanked all those present for attending and the meeting closed at 9.16pm. 


