
 

SIDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

22
ND

 MAY 2019 

SIDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

PRESENT 

Cllrs. J Hayward (Chair), N Deller, A Painter, M Painter, A Prosser, M. Turner; 

Revd Jennifer McKenzie; 

Carol Dougill (Head Teacher, Siddington School); 

Cllr S Parsons (GCC Councillor); 

Cllr M Evemy (CDC Councillor); 

Clerk to the Council, R Cowley; 

1 member of the public. 

 

Cllr Hayward opened the meeting at 8.00pm as Chairman and welcomed all those 

present.  

 

APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received. 

 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record. 

 

MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. 

 

REPORT FROM GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY 

No report had been received. 

 

REPORT FROM GCC COUNCILLOR SHAUN PARSONS 

Cllr Parsons read his report, which unfortunately was not provided to the Clerk after the 

meeting. 

 

REPORT FROM CDC COUNCILLOR MIKE EVEMY 

Cllr Evemy introduced himself as the newly-elected District Councillor for the 

Siddington & Cerney Rural Ward.  Cllr Evemy is also the Council Deputy Leader and 

holds the Finance Portfolio.  Cllr Evemy reported that the new Council would be 

conducting a remuneration review, which had been postponed until after the recent 

election, and that there was likely to be an increase of 25%, bearing in mind there had 

been no increase for eleven years.  The cabinet system would be reviewed and any 

changes would take place in about two years’ time.  Cllr Evemy thanked electors for 

their support during the recent election and looked forward to working for all residents 

and with the Parish Council. 

 

REPORT FROM ST PETERS CHURCH – Revd Jennifer McKenzie 

It is lovely to be here this evening to share with you some of the things that St Peter’s 

Church have been up to over the last year. 
 



 

The life of our church has been vibrant over the last year as we have gathered together 

as a church family each Sunday for prayer and worship, encouraged and nurtured each 

other in faith, shared fellowship over coffee and biscuits, organised a harvest supper in 

the village hall and afternoon tea in the church, welcomed and supported families 

though the major life events of baptism, weddings and funerals, walked alongside the 

bereaved through visits and an All Souls service where we once again remembered 

loved ones by name as well as offering friendship and pastoral support to many.  
 

This year the church started a new venture called the ‘Kidz’ events an afternoon of 

activities for the whole family based around Christian themes and festivals.  Activities 

include craft, edible craft, games, puzzles, stories, singing and refreshments.  We are 

running these events in the village hall on a Saturday afternoon.  So far, we have 

organised three events Harvest Kidz, Winter Kidz and Easter Kidz and have made sheep 

biscuits, potato hedgehogs, snowflakes, bird feeders and decorated boxes and cakes.  

These events are going well, with the last one being attended by almost 30 children and 

are enabling us to build relationships with families in the local area.   
 

We have some exciting plans for the next year which include a Christmas tree festival 

the first full weekend of December.  We will shortly be writing to the different groups, 

organisations and businesses in the village asking them if they would like to supply and 

decorate a tree as part of the festival reflecting their groups, organisation or business.  

We will be having a special launch event on the Friday evening, a local choir each day 

and ending with a special songs of praise service on the Sunday.  This will be a great 

way to gather the community together at this special time of year.   
 

The church continues to maintain its strong links with Siddington Church of England 

Primary School.  In the last year the school has visited the church for acts of worship for 

the major festivals including harvest, Christmas and Easter as well as the year 3 and 4 

children coming for Experience Christmas.  Members of the church also visited the 

school to lead collective worship, help with Open the Book, help with prayer spaces 

events where the children had the opportunity to pray and meet with God in creative 

ways.    
 

This year it was felt that it would be nice to send a Christmas card to all the homes in 

the parish wishing them a happy Christmas and telling them about the Christmas 

services.  As we discussed this an idea was put forward that we asked the children from 

the school to design a picture and run a competition to choose the best picture.  It was 

very hard to choose a picture as they were all so wonderful but after much deliberation a 

winner was chosen and a runner up from the reception and key stage 1 and then another 

from key stage 2.  The winners were presented with a certificate and a book token and 

the winning picture was made into a Christmas card that was delivered to all the homes 

in the parish.   
 

We are very grateful to the Parish Council for their continued support in maintaining 

our churchyard and creating a peaceful place for the bereaved to remember their loved 

ones.  We receive many positive comments about the churchyard and so we know that 

your support is appreciated by the wider community.  Thank you. 
 

I am wonderfully supported in my ministry by Revd Don Adams our retired priest, Joan 

Townsend, Liz Pearce and Bill Irving our readers, our churchwarden Allen Howe and 

Michael Painter and our benefice administrator Jeannie Adams.  We are also blessed in 

our church with so many people who do so many things to support the mission and 

ministry of the church.  My thanks go out to them all for their support and for all that 

they do in the life of our church. 

 



 

REPORT FROM SIDDINGTON SCHOOL – Carol Dougill – Head Teacher 

We have had a wonderful busy year again: 

 Being a part of the Corinium Education Trust has been very beneficial, we are 

working on our continual improvement of results – the children make very good 

progress at our school 

 The children have been involved in a good range of enrichment activities, sports 

and have had lots of trips and visits and visitors 

 Our vision is at the heart of all we do and children work on our values of respect, 

compassion, courage, truthfulness, forgiveness and thankfulness.                                 

               

 
 

                 

 
 



 

                

 

 
 

REPORT FROM SIDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL – Denys Young (Chair of 

Trustees) 

I am pleased to report that the new external porch is near completion.  The delay of 

almost a year has been unfortunate, however, agreement has now been reached with 

Gloucestershire Highways to bring the land in front of the building into the ownership 

of the hall. Particular thanks go to trustee John Hayward for his professional advice, 

expertise and perseverance. 
 

Funding has been given by the CDC, Siddington Parish Council and income generated 

by hall hire. Special thanks go to the Parish Council who funded a shortfall caused by 

the delay to the build, this has enabled the relocation of the electricity boxes to the 

porch as planned. 
 

A stone commemorative plaque will be placed on the outside wall of the porch in 

memory of those who gave their lives during the First World War. The hall was 

originally intended to be a memorial to the fallen when the land and stone was given to 

the people of Siddington by the 7
th

 Earl Bathurst in 1921. I am delighted to confirm that 

the Current Earl The Right Hon Allen Bathurst will be cutting the ribbon and unveiling 

the plaque at a ceremony on June 28
th

. 
 

Siddington and Kemble Playgroup is now happily settled in at the hall. The Playgroup 

uses the Committee Room and garden five days a week for approximately 38 weeks per 

year. Not only does this bring in regular income for the hall but also provides a valuable 

community asset for the village and surrounding areas. 
 



 

Thanks to Gigaclear the hall has superfast Broadband available to users free of charge. 

Bookings continue to be good, with regular hirers and ad hoc parties at weekends 

making use of the hall on almost every day of the week. 
 

Fund raising events for the hall have taken a back seat while the building work has been 

in progress. All being well we hope to hold an event in the autumn. The Christmas carol 

evening will take place in December as usual. 
 

We are fortunate to have an enthusiastic and proactive team of trustees, each of whom 

has a specific responsibility for management of the hall. These include bookings, 

maintenance, finance, health and safety and administration. Other than employing a 

professional cleaning company everything else is done on a voluntary basis. 
 

On behalf of the trustees I thank our regular users and Siddington residents for their 

continued support for the hall. 

 

REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL – Cllr J Hayward  
Acknowledgements. 

If I may start with a few ‘thank yous’. Three previous Chairs of Siddington Parish 

Council – Neil Selby, Alison Wagstaff and John Hall stood down at the recent elections.  

On behalf of the Parish, I would like to thank them for their many years of service to the 

community.  Their experience, wit and wisdom will be much missed by those of us that 

remain.  Thank you, too, to Tony Pugh who also stood down.  Although still here in his 

County Councillor capacity, Cllr Shaun Parsons’ stood down as our District Councillor 

at the recent district council elections. Over the last few years Shaun has worked 

assiduously on behalf of the parish and its organisations.  Thank you, Shaun. We of 

course now look forward to working closely with Shaun’s district council successor, 

Mike Evemy, to whom a warm welcome and congratulations (commiserations?) on his 

appointment as deputy leader.    

Thank you too to those who have provided reports on their organisations.  They have 

covered much of what is so important in the parish. 
 

Achievements 

My predecessor, John Hall, was able to report last year on a long list of achievements 

and happenings in the parish – the culmination of his and Alison’s sterling work over 

the years.  

 Under John Hall’s continuing direction, the “Welcome to Siddington” gateway 

signs were erected last summer providing a visible threshold to the village and, 

to some at least, a reminder that this is a residential community with a 30mph 

speed limit. The project was brought in on budget.  

 The flooding at the Old Railway Bridge received much attention last year and a 

successful temporary solution was implemented.  There is still work to be done 

but it appears to be reasonably high on the highways officer’s agenda.   

 Village Hall porch.  The parish council have contributed to this project by 

funding the electrical services element of it.  If I may commend Denys Young 

for his leadership of the trustees.  Under his chairmanship, the improved fabric 

of the hall has been mirrored by a rising number and range of users.  It is a 

hugely valuable asset both to the parish and the wider community.  
    

Continuing Issues 

 The playing field.  As with the village hall, the playing field is a hugely valuable 

asset.  The parish council has recurring discussions relating to the conflicts 

between the use of the field for the exercising of dogs and its use for sport, 

particularly of course football.  That and the appropriate frequency of grass 



 

cutting and what to do with the grass cuttings keeps councillors fully engaged.  

It is unlikely that we shall ever find a consensus on these issues. Perhaps more 

importantly, we have ongoing discussions relating to the two football clubs and 

their use of the pitch and clubhouse.  
 

 Litter. This is a continuing eyesore on the verges and we are fortunate in having 

a number of enthusiastic litter picking volunteers whose activities I would like to 

thank on the parish’s behalf.  There are periodic requests for more bins to which 

the council will be responding favourably.   
 

 Graveyard.  The Bathurst Estate is aware of the parish’s hopefully not too 

pressing need for additional graveyard space. The high water table and 

propensity to flooding means there is no immediate solution.  However as the 

need will form one of the considerations as the Estate brings forward its plans 

for the former Talland Riding School site.   
 

 School parking/drop off.  This may be a short term issue, depending on when the 

Severalls Field development comes on stream.  Parking in Coach Road at 

particularly pick up time at the end of the school day is an issue.  I understand 

that a walking bus is being re-introduced.  The parish council looks forward to 

hearing how it can help.  
 

 The Canal Extension and Spire View Footpath.  Part of the canal Extension 

footpath has been resurfaced and the more challenging second part is scheduled 

to be done this summer.  This will enable those in Spire View to access the 

school on foot with buggies, hopefully for the start of the next school year.  We 

are grateful to GCC’s PRoW officer Mike Barton for his work on this and for 

Cllr Parson’s encouragement.  There are continuing discussions regarding the 

appropriate surfacing for the Spire View footpath and the responsibility for it.   
 

 Speeding. It is clear that an unacceptably high proportion of cars, particularly in 

Ashton Road, are breaking the speed limit. Past requests for traffic calming 

measures or increased or the occasional deployment of speed cameras have not 

resulted in any measures to discourage potentially fatal driving habits. There is 

however a scheme that subsidises the purchase by parishes of an ANPR camera 

which is speed activated and which provides the registration numbers of 

speeding cars to police, thereby giving the police the opportunity to advise those 

drivers of the danger their speed represents. We have allocated £6500 this year 

to the purchase of such a camera. 

 

 HGV traffic.   Too many HGVs enter the village and have to turn round, at great 

inconvenience to residents and other road users. Reviewing and updating the 

signage at the various turning points into the village is on the agenda, clearly a 

priority as we are faced with increased commercial vehicle activity as the 

Chesterton Farm scheme comes on stream.  
 

Ambitions 

As a council we will have failed if we confine ourselves to reacting to events. We must, 

in addition and within our modest remit, set the agenda and thus influence our future. In 

that regard I see two areas on which we should concentrate such resources as we have:   

 Planning.  For sound reasons, the parish has not yet embarked on a 

Neighbourhood Plan.  The time during which the major consented schemes at 

Chesterton Farm and Severalls Field are built out gives us a window in which to 

prepare a neighbourhood plan which will enable us to at least influence the 



 

location and nature of future development in the parish.  I will be encouraging 

both my parish council colleagues and the wider community to get involved in 

delivering a plan.  

 Community engagement. We have a plethora of organisations in the parish, 

those here tonight: the school, the church, the village hall, the WI - thank you all 

for your contributions tonight and over the year.  There are other organisations 

not represented here tonight.  I want to bring together those organisations and 

others in the village – the allotments, Evergreens and the like - to collaborate to 

try to build a more cohesive community and I hope that the parish council will 

act as a catalyst in that regard.     
 

Finally I would like to thank Robert Cowley for his sterling work on behalf of the 

parish. 

 

Public Questions 

There were no questions from those present.   

 

The Chairman thanked all those present for attending and the meeting closed at 8.58pm. 


