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The year has of course been dominated by the pandemic and has shown clearly how strong, resilient 
and community spirited Gloucestershire is as a county. Covid-19 has tested us all, presented new 
challenges and above all has brought out the absolute best in people.  The offers of support from 
individual members of the community and organisations has been staggering and proven invaluable 
to those who have needed help.  The Pandemic has showcased the strength and effectiveness of the 
relationships between the NHS, Gloucestershire County Council, The police, district councils and the 
voluntary and community sectors.  By all working together; helping and supporting those wo are 
most at risk, we have , thankfully seen much lower levels of impact than in other parts of the UK. 
  
That is not to say there hasn’t been loss and suffering as a result of Covid-19, there has , and it is 
important that we remember those who have sadly lost their lives and we look after those who have 
they have left behind.  GCC, which has a specific statutory responsibility to look after everybody in 
the county will continue to do all  it can to help minimise the pain and grief that comes with losing a 
loved one. 
  
Gloucestershire, and the Cotswolds in particular, is generally recognised as a great place to live, work 
and do business.  Most local people enjoy a high standard of living, and our levels of health and well-
being are comfortably above the average for the country.  However there are challenges. 
Gloucestershire’s population is ageing more quickly than the UK average.  The increasing number of 
retired people in the county will bring experience, resources and time to their communities, but as 
they grow older and more frail they will also need more support from health, social care and 
safeguarding services. The county is also seeing increasing number of people with disabilities and 
long-term conditions in all groups. At the same time our 18-64 population is expected to remain 
static. While living standards are high overall, there are some areas of the county which fall well 
below national averages, as a result, local people are more likely to depend on the services provided 
by the county council.  19.415 people (3.1% of the county’s population) live in areas amongst the 
most deprived 10% in England. 

  
Along with councils up and down the country, GCC has declared a climate change emergency.  GCC is 
already close to achieving carbon neutrality as a council and has made a strong commitment to 
achieving a carbon neutral county by 2050. 
  
GCC is committed to improving the County’s infrastructure.  97% of premises within The Cotswolds 
now have an internet connection. The county has made a significant contribution into the A417 
Missing Link and it would seem that construction work will commence towards the end of 2022, and 
also Junction 10 of the M5.  The resurfacing of major routes within the county was able to continue 
throughout the year, and more is planned and budgeted for in the current financial year. 
  
Lastly, before moving onto Siddington Specific issues GCC’s finances are in excellent order.  Central 
government has covered all COVID related costs and the County’s general reserve, there to meet 
unknown emergencies which might arise in the year is circa £18m. Council tax is one of the lowest in 
the South west. 
  
Turning now to Siddington. 
  
The exceptional rainfall In December saw totally unacceptable levels of flooding at several locations 
in Siddington, noticeably Cherry Tree Drive, Wildwood Park, the churchyard and The 



Common.  Some remedial action has taken place.  A working party from the parish council with help 
from Bathurst Estates has cut back vegetation, and cleared some gullies.  The new owner of 
Wildwood Park has accepted their response was much too slow and has put in place new 
arrangements to respond more quickly to any future flooding incidents. As I write the county 
councils flood risk manager is arranging a joint meeting of all the relevant parties (including 
Highways, CDC, The Environment Agency, Bathurst Estates and the parish council) to sort out 
responsibilities for maintenance at various locations with specific reference to the bridge by 
Siddington Mill.  However there are more fundamental issues which need to be addressed. Meetings 
of the joint working committee, attended by representatives from The Environment Agency, Thames 
Water , CDC, Cirencester Town Council and parishes  will recommence and meet quarterly under the 
chairmanship now of the county council (previously the EA).  This working committee last met in 
November 2019. 
 
Some other issues are still ongoing and are proving difficult to resolve for example legal 
responsibility for the culvert which goes across private land from Parkway West to the canal. Further 
work needs to take place to put in place effective preventative measure to stop so many HGVs 
ignoring the weight limit on Parkway West in particular. 
 
On a happier note after a long struggle Highways England accepted full responsibility for the 
redundant Ashton Road railway bridge, cleared the culvert, and will continue to monitor the 
situation with a promise to take prompt remedial action when required. 
 
Excellent progress was made in upgrading the canal footpath from Siddington into 
Cirencester.  Further work is required at the Cirencester end, though this is outside of the parish 
boundary.  Following significant financial contributions from the parish council, Bathurst Estates and 
from the Highways Local budget under my control, the long awaited footpath from Spire View to the 
school was built. The footpath is of a standard acceptable to the county council and will now 
become a PROW. It is anticipated some post construction remedial work will take place this summer. 
 
Lastly, Siddington, at long last benefited from the county’s £150m resurfacing programme and the 
worst lengths of two major roads through the village were re-surfaced. (Further lengths of road will 
be re-surfaced as the programme is rolled out.) 
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