
 
 

Report from Siddington Church of England Primary School April 2021 

‘To have fun, do our very best and look after everyone in a caring Christian community’. 

 

It has been an extraordinary time for the school due to the pandemic and therefore the changes to 

how the school supports its pupils and families.  I have also taken on the role as Headteacher and we 

have welcomed new members of staff, including Miss Smith (teaching the Early years class) and Mrs 

Manning-Browne (maternity cover for Years 3 and 4). 

In the last lockdown the school was open to critical worker and vulnerable children and had about 

36% of the school population in school in a typical week.  Most critical worker’s children attended 

part-time, and this meant that we were providing several different blended approaches to learning.  

All pupils were taught online via live lessons, some children accessed this from home full-time, while 

others accessed this from school on a full-time or part-time basis.  To provide some flexibility for 

parents with other commitments, we provided some sessions as recorded lessons.  The pupils also 

had access to independent tasks that they completed at home.  Work was submitted online so that 

teachers could provide feedback and encouragement for all pupils.  

The school’s teaching assistants supported the learners in school, with teachers attending each week 

to work with pupils in school.  Both I and the office staff remained in school supporting families via 

phone or in online meetings.  The children enjoyed an online Roman and Victorian Day, a visit from 

an author in Book week, and a virtual Science workshop. 

The children have returned to school happy and pleased to be back.  The teachers are focusing on 

ensuring key skills are taught (so that children are ready for the next stage in their learning) but also 

on providing activities that focus on wellbeing, getting the children outside to learn as much as 

possible.  We have continued our strong links with the Church community and have welcomed 

Reverend McKenzie to join us for our Christmas and Easter celebrations.  We have ensured that the 

pupils retain their links with our ‘Open the Book’ group, who have kindly offered virtual 

contributions to our whole school Worship. 

The school PTA has remained active.  They have provided Covid safe activities to raise money that 

has provided each child with a cuddly ‘Sid’ bear over lockdown, an Easter egg for each child and a 

book for each child at Christmas. 

The PTA have also supported us in a project to develop a school library.  The ‘Library Space’ has a 

Space theme and has transformed a room into an exciting and motivating place for children to 

discover new books.  Generous donations from parents have helped us decorate the library and 

update the collection of books.  We hope to be able to open the library to all children in the summer 

term once the project is completed. 

Throughout this challenging year the school staff and I have been working hard on improving the 

school, putting in place consistent approaches to teaching and learning and introducing new 

schemes and practises.  The school now has a consistent approach to teaching reading, writing, 

spelling and phonics, and a new maths scheme in place.  The staff have worked tirelessly to engage 

in training provided online during this year and we are now seeing the impact of this work.  Children 

are challenged in lessons to master new skills, they are motivated to learn, and teachers can track 

more accurately what pupils need to learn next.  It was important to put systems in place that 

ensured a consistent approach to teaching and learning the key skills, so that pupils at the school can 



 
 
reach their potential.  This focus on improving the school will continue, with a focus on the broader 

curriculum in Terms 5 and 6.  We also need to ensure that the changes we have made are monitored 

closely and have time to embed across the school.  I cannot praise the teachers enough for their 

commitment, enthusiasm, and willingness for change, during what has been a challenging year. 

The school has also been able to secure funding for new Phonetic Reading books (that support the 

new phonics scheme), Reading books that provide age-appropriate material for older readers and 

whole class sets of books so that reading can be taught using exciting, rich texts.  We have also 

received a grant to develop our resources for Physical activity.  We are using these to ensure the 

pupils get more time outside to be physically active.  We are working with Voice 21, a programme 

that develops the Oracy skills in pupils, as we recognise how important these skills will be in our 

pupil’s futures.  We are also working with Achievement for All.  This is a charity that supports schools 

in ensuring pupils in receipt of the Pupil Premium funding, or who have Special Educational 

Needs/Disabilities, are receiving high quality opportunities in school.  Our Coach has been working to 

develop the role of Teaching Assistants and providing training for all staff on supporting pupils with 

Social and Emotional difficulties. 

As you can see, it has been a busy and rewarding year, with many successes and achievements.  But 

best of all, the children are back in school.  The school is full of the sound of children playing with 

their friends and enjoying learning again.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


