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The Covid-19 pandemic has been one of the most challenging periods in the near 100 year history of 

the hall. 

During national lockdowns the hall has remained closed to comply with government regulations.   

Siddington and Kemble Playgroup which uses the committee room have been operating when 

regulations permit. 

There has been an inevitable loss of income without our regular hirers and ad hoc parties.  The 

government has offered grants to village halls and other community buildings to assist them with 

both the reduction in income and increased costs of making the hall Covid compliant. Signage, QR 

Codes, hand sanitisers and enhanced cleaning have been introduced. The trustees have been 

successful with their grant applications, helping to alleviate concerns about the financial viability of 

the hall going forward. 

Before the pandemic struck the trustees were well into preparations to commence a major 

refurbishment of toilet facilities. This will require some internal alterations, plumbing and electrical 

improvements and will create better access for wheelchair users. It remains our intention for work 

to start this year once regulations are eased. 

The committee room and entrance lobby are being painted as I write and we hope to make 

improvements to the side store once the current Covid compliant one way system comes to an end. 

The area to the side of the hall has been levelled and gravelled to improve appearance and parking. 

Regrettably our annual fundraising events have not been able to take place since 2019. As this year 

is the centenary of the hall, the trustees are exploring the possibility of marking the occasion by 

holding an event possibly during the summer and also around December 21st the official opening 

date of the hall in 1921. We will be calling upon the good people of Siddington to share their ideas 

and offer support for these celebratory events. 

I am delighted to report that we now have a full complement of 10 trustees to oversee management 

of the hall. Jackie Llewellyn-Bowen and Victoria Wilson have recently been co-opted. They bring new 

ideas and skills to the committee which will be invaluable as we face a very different future. 

Special thanks go to all of the trustees who have been instrumental in keeping the hall in a state of 

readiness throughout the uncertainties caused by the pandemic. 

Let us hope that the hall will once again be fulfilling its purpose in the community providing an 

excellent venue for regular users and ad hoc events. 

Denys Young  (Trustee chairman). 


