
St Peter’s Church, Siddington 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to share with you some of the things that St Peter’s Siddington has been up to over 
the last year, a year lived in the midst of a global pandemic. 
  
In line with the government and Church of England guidelines our church building has been closed for much of this 
last year.  The church however was not closed and we continued to support the community both pastorally and 
spiritually.  We have gathered for worship in different ways throughout the week, preparing worship materials each 
Sunday and for major festivals for people to follow at home which have been shared via email, Facebook, our 
website and printed out and delivered to those members of our church family who do not have the internet.  We 
have been using Zoom in a number of different activities including for worship, church meetings, Bible Study, 
quizzes, coffee mornings, Lent lunches, marriage preparation and various kinds of pastoral meetings.  Throughout 
this last year we have continued to conduct funerals and support bereaved families at such a difficult time, made 
harder by the Coronavirus restrictions.  When the restrictions eased to allow public worship again the decision was 
made not to open St Peters Church and instead to encourage people who would like to attend in-person worship to 
go to All Hallows Church South Cerney, which as a much larger building is in a better position to deal with the 
necessary Covid safety measures.  St Peters has however been open for funerals, baptisms and weddings(when 
allowed and in line with government and Church of England guidelines) and we remain committed to holding Sunday 
services in the church again once it is felt safe to do so. 
 
Following the November lockdown our already modified plans to mark Remembrance Sunday needed to be changed 
once again. So with the support of Chris Fenton an act of remembrance was streamed from All Hallows on behalf of 
our benefice, which includes St Peter’s.  Representatives from the Royal British Legion and the 99th Squadron of the 
29th Regiment RLC took part in the service that included a symbolic wreath laying and the reading of the names from 
the Siddington roll of honour along with all those recorded on war memorials in the villages represented by our 
benefice. 
 
The major festivals of Easter and Christmas have needed to be celebrated differently this year which led to some 
creative thinking. For example at Easter church members of all ages decorated butterflies to place on our church 
gate as signs of new life and hope.  In place of our normal Carol service we put together a virtual Carol service which 
we streamed via Facebook for people to sing along to at home.  Much was filmed on location around our benefice 
and the three wisemen had a lovely time visiting the local area on their way to visit baby Jesus in the stable.  Our 
thanks go out to our church choir, Blue Notes and members of the community for their support with the singing, to 
our hand bell ringers and readers and to Chris Fenton who brought it all together. 
 
Through technology we have maintained our strong supportive links with Siddington Church of England Primary 
School, for example by joining them virtually for collective worship, celebrating the major festivals which the 
children have taken an active role in and through the governing body. 
  
We are very grateful to the Parish Council for their continued support of the church and in particular their support in 
maintaining our churchyard as a peaceful space for the bereaved to remember their loved ones.  We continue to 
receive many positive comments about the churchyard and so we know that your support is appreciated by the 
wider community.  Thank you.  
  
I am wonderfully supported in my ministry by Joan Townsend, Liz Pearce and Bill Irving our readers, our 
churchwardens Michael Painter and Allen Howe, our benefice administrator Jeannie Adam and by retired priest Revd 
Don Adams up until his retirement from public ministry in July 2020.  We are very blessed in our churches by so 
many people who do so many things to support the mission and ministry of our church.  My thanks go out to them 
all for their support and for all that they do in the life of our church.   


